
 
 

 
 

DRAFT 2026.01.27 
 

GCSP Global Conference 2026  
Community, Technology and Grand Challenges:  

Together for Global Impact 
 

Special Thanks to:  
Engreen, Res4Africa, RINA, SGI, Sintel, S2S, Rinnovabili.it, IdroGeo  

Technical Solidarity, Sapienza Futura 
 

📍Friday 13thFeb: GCSP 2026 
 
ROOM 1 
08:00 – Welcome breakfast and registration:  Morning coffee -  Participant Check-in - Poster Set-up 
• A breath to start: Meditation time - Social Coffee (Speed naming in  10 Working groups) 
• Visit to Mosès and Colosseum (throughout the day small groups will have a very special visit) 
 
08:30 – Plenary welcome by Sapienza, and GCSP Directors:  
• GCSP from 2008 to 2026 - GCSP National Academy Program, 
• Sapienza and GCSP Schools Introduction, Rectoral Message - Engineering Schools Presentations  
 
Cloister: Schools’ Poster Presentations - Sponsors' Poster Presention 
Social activities: Poster will be enriched with distribution of African can made by hospice hosted people 
(a give back by Service Learning) 
 
09:00 – Plenary Keynote on the Grand Challenges Scholars Program: 
• Dr. Yannis C. Yortsos, Co-founder of GCSP and Dean of the USC Viterbi School of Engineering 
• GCSP Engineering Skills: Innovation, Viability, Multicultural, Multidisciplinary, and Societal Impact 
 
09:30 – Plenary Session: Workshops Introduction - GCSP Opportunities and Collaboration  
Social activities: Start of the 2-day treasure hunt to learn about the posters, sponsors, with GCSP questions, 
questions about Rome, meditation/chaplaincy 
 
Cloister: Schools' Enterprise Poster Presentations - Sponsors' Poster Presention  
10:00 – Coffee Break: Poster time -  Intercultural Open Meditation: Buddhist time 
Cloister: Posters Presentions 
 
Plenary in ROOM 1 
10:30 – Scientific Conference and Workshop:Scientific Conference 
Workshop #1 : Technology and Innovation Serving Communities 

Engreen - Res4Africa - RINA - SGI - Sintel - S2S-  Rinnovabili.it 
IdroGeo - Technical Solidarity - Sapienza Futura 



                                                        
 
  Students-Professionals Side Event: Technological Innovation 
 
Social activities: Groups will collect interesting facts about the faculty (scientific, cultural and sporting 
curiosities) – every step, in contact with figures of the faculty and surrounding area. 
 
 
 
12:45 – Lunch: Catering -  Poster presentations - Intercultural Open Meditation: Jewish time 
 
Plenary in ROOM 1 
13:45 – Scientific Conference and Workshop: 
Workshop #2 - VIABILITY: Communities & Shared Technologies for Energy, Health Care, and 
Entrepreneurship, MiniGrids and Renewable Energy Communities. 
 
Social activities: First short tour will take you to the magnificent Moses Statue and the awe-inspiring Colosseum. 
We offer exclusive small-group tours for faculty outings, ensuring a unique and memorable experience. 
 
Discussion Area ROOM 2 : Student meeting on speakers of WS1 and discussion  
 
Frescos' Room (Affreschi Room): Students-Professionals Side Event: Technological Innovation 
 
Plenary in ROOM 33 
15:00 – Special Performance - Situational Awareness for the Environment: See the Unseen ...            
Beyond Perception 
 
Discussion Area ROOM 2: Poster presentations  
 
Frescos' Room (Affreschi Room):Students-Professionals Side Event: Technological Innovation 
 
16:00 – Coffee Break: Catering -  Poster presentations -  Intercultural Open Meditation: Christian time 
 
Cloister: Posters Presentions 
 
Plenary in ROOM 33 
16:30 – Scientific Conference and Workshop: 
• Workshop #3 - MULTICULTURAL:  
Engineering for Solidarity and Global Partnership and the Field Study Abroad 
 
Discussion Area ROOM 2: Student meeting on speakers of WS2 and discussion 
 
Frescos' Room (Affreschi Room): SPECIAL FOCUS on TECHNOLOGY  INNOVATION: Hydrogen, Data 
and Digitalisation 
 
Social activities: Service Learning Activities in small groups 
 
Discussion Area ROOM 2: Student meeting on speakers of WS3 
 
Frescos' Room (Affreschi Room):• Students-Professionals Side Event: Technological Innovation 
​
 17:45 – Service Learning Activities and Group Photos at  
“Little Sisters Hopice in Piazza San Pietro in Vincoli, 6 ” 
 
 18:15 – Cultural Visits 
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GCSP Global Meeting, Round Tables & Awards: 
📍Saturday 14th Feb: 
 
Cloister: Morning breakfast 
08:00 –  Breakfast, Poster presentations, Open Meditation Catholic time 
 Visit to Mosès and Colosseum (throughout the day small groups will have a very special visit) 
 
ROOM 1: Plenary  
08:30 – Plenary Scientific Conference and Workshop: Scientific Conference  
Workshop #4 - SOCIAL: Service Learning GCs for Homeland and International Experiences 
 Student meeting  
 Students-Professionals Side Event  
 
Frescos' Room (Sala degli Affreschi):Student meeting  
 
Discussion Area Student Meetings: Students-Professionals Side Event: Technological Innovation 
 
09:45 – Small break: Coffee break -  Poster presentations - Open Islam time  
 
Cloister: Posters Presentions 
 
ROOM 1: Plenary  
10:00 – Scientific Conference and Workshop:  Scientific Conference  
Workshop #5 - MULTIDISCIPLINARITY 
GC in the Universal Design for an Environmental, Social, and Inclusive Approach 
 
Frescos' Room (Sala degli Affreschi): Heriot-Watt University - Transition Engineering  
 
Discussion Area Student Meetings: Student meeting on speakers of WS4 and discussion 
 
Aula 35: Sapienza Innovation Focus Group 
 "It is the engineer's responsibility to fill the skeleton of science with life, comfort and hope." (Herbert Hoover) 
 
11:15 –Techno-Scientific Meetings: Groups' working time 
 
Cloister:Posters Presentation 
 
Room 35: Scientific and Service Learning Committees meeting for prizes selections 
 
Frescos' Room (Sala degli Affreschi):Student Professionals Meeting on WS5 - GCSP Directors 
 
Discussion Area Student Meetings:Students-Professionals Side Event: Technological Innovation 
 
12:30 Cloister – Lunch: Pack Lunch  
 
12:50 Skate Park Rome - Via del Colle Oppio - Front Colosseum 
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Colosseum BIG Picture GCSP 2026 
GCSP participants Skate Contest at the largest italian Skate Park in front of Colosseum with 
professionals board, protective equipment and skaters  (everyone can try) 
Treasure Hunt Final Events: Skate, Volleyball and Basket, Micro PV Boat, and PV installation 
 
14:30 – SPECIAL PERFORMANCE -Jason Blackstock of "How to Change the World." 
Jason Blackstock of "How to Change the World” 
 
Discussion Area Student Meetings: Students-Professionals Side Event: Technological Innovation 
15:30 – Plenary Session: 
Workshop Finalization - Collective GCSP Reflections and outcomes and Grand Challenges 
Competencies towards an “Observatory on Technological Innovation”  
 
17:00 – Coffee Break - final Poster presentations - final Open Meditation 
17:30 – GCSP Session: CEREMONY and Celebration of winners and special teams 
18:30 – Cultural Visits: Colosseo – Fori Imperiali - St. Peter's Basilica by night 
19:30 – Cultural Visits: Roma by Night 
20:30 – Directors dinner 
 
 
Renewable Energy Serving Communities - City Activities 
📍Sunday 15th Feb:  
 
10:00 – Transportation by Metro to Vatican 
12:00 – “Angelus” with Pope Leon XIV in St. Peter Square (Vatican) 
13:00 – Free in Rome afternoon 
 
 
 
Service Learning in Rural “Energy Communities”  
📍Monday 16th Feb:   
 
07:30 – Bus leaving from Engineering Faculty  
09:00 – Welcome by Mayor of Rieti town - Sapienza Department BeSSA and Ce.Sa.Ri in Rieti 
09:15 – GCSPpresentation and the Role of RECs in the international and local context; 
09.30 – coffee break 
10:30 – Transportation 
11:30 – Enjoy “Greccio” Renewable Cultural and Spiritual Energy Community 
12:30 – Transportation to Rome 
15:00 – Free time in Rome 
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